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PRACTICE OF OBEAH OR WITCH- 
CRAFT BY NEGROES—EFFECTS 
UPON THE MIND AND BODY. 


By W. Stump Forwoop, M. D., 
Of Gosport, Ala. 

Having frequently observed maladies among 
negroes which they attributed to witchcraft, 
or to“ spells,’’ as they most frequently term 
it, placed upon them by some enemy of their 
own race, and having noticed how intractable 
comparatively trifling cases have proved un- 
der ordinary treatment, while the mind was 
absorbed with this, to them, terrifying thought 
as to the origin, it has occurred to the writer 
thatsome remarks upon the subject might 
prove interesting, particularly to those read- 
ers who rarely have opportunities of contact 
with the race in question. 

Years ago, while practicing in Maryland, 
before removing to this State, I occasionally 
met with such cases, generally chronic rheu- 
matism, neuralgia, or similar forms of dis- 
tase, but they occur much more frequently 
here,even in proportion to the number of 
negroes, and this remark particularly applies 
to the period since the “surrender.”’ 

At the beginning of my practice I was in 
the habit of ridiculing the idea of‘ “spells,” 
upon their narration by my patients, but it 
was soon discovered that they lost all confi- 
dence in my treatment, and hence it did them 
to good. An old physician, upon one occa- 
slon, suggested to me that it was much better 
to humor their superstitions if I expected my 

medicines to prove availing. This hint has 
been of great value to me. I now invariably 
evean attentive and patient ear to all the 





details of the process by which they believe 
they have been “bewitched,” and gravely re- 
ply that I have remedies for the removal of 
such “‘spells.”? In this mannerI obtain the 
full confidence of the patient, and in so doing 
remove the chief obstacle to the cure. The 
patient’s mind being thus relieved, the ordi- 
nary treatment cures the physical ailment. 
This may be regarded by some over-consci- 
entious persons as unjustifiable deception. 
The writer is unable to see the matter in that 
light. It is our duty to accept facts as 
they exist. We all agree that the negro 
should have a higher order of education ; but 
it is scarcely possible that the present gener- 
ation of physicians will live to witness this 
desirable improvement, and therefore we 
must treat our cases as we find them now, and 
with the best means in our power, viz. : coun- 
teract the effects of superstition by tacitly 
giving ear to it, and thus ward off its ill 
effects. I have known negroes, afflicted with 
trifling diseases, on more than one occasion 
go as far as thirty or forty miles to consult a 
negro “‘doctor,”’ who enjoyed their confidence 
and had the reputation of removing “spells.” 
This he did by the most absurd actions and 
general behavior toward the patient, thor- 
oughly obtaining complete control of his 
mind, and giving him some ridiculous direc- 
tions to follow upon his return home, rarely 
giving him any medicine, except occasionally 
some herbs or roots to make a decoction of, 
and some very special directions as to the pre- 
cise time and manner of taking it. 

It is of the utmost importance in the treat- 
ment of these affections to listen patiently to 
the history of the case, and to profess cre- 
dence as to its supposed origin, thereby ob- 
taining control of the patient’s mental pertur- 
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bation, which point, once gained, constitutes 
fully three-fourths of the treatment. 

I might narrate several cases of more or 
less interest, which have come under my per- 
sonal observation, illustrative of the subject, 
but I refrain from doing so for the present, 
for the reason that I design occupying the re- 
maining space for the present article in quota- 
tions upon the history of this superstition, ex- 
tracted from the extremely valuable and quite 
voluminous forthcoming work of Dr. JosEPH 
JONES, of New Orleans, entitled “ Investiga- 
tions of fifteen years into the Causes, Geo- 
graphical Distribution, Natural History and 
Treatment of Intermittent, Remittent and 
Congestive Malarial Fevers, Yellow Fever, 
Typhoid and Typhus Fevers, Small Pox, 
Spurious Vaccination, Measles, Pneumonia, 
Diarrhea, Dysentery, Scurvy, Tetanus, Cere- 
bro-Spinal-Menigitis, Diseases supervening 
upon Gun-shot Wounds, Pyemia, Hospital 
Gangrene, Erysipelas, etc.’”? In which work 
will be incorporated “ The results of the In 
vestigation of Diseases of the Confederate 
Army, during the American Civil War, 1861- 
65,”? and will occupy a prominent portion 
of the work. This work will be published by 
subscription, and may not appear for a year 
ormore. The writer has heard Dr. Pau 
Eve, and other distinguished professional 
men who have had an opportunity of examin- 
ing the manuscript, state that this work of Dr. 
Jones will be one of the most important con- 
tributions to clinical medicine and surgery 
that has appeared within this age of progress. 
To some extent we are personally enabled to 
verify these encomiums, from having been 
favored by the author with over one hundred 
printed pages of the first volume, from which 
we extract the following remarks upon witch- 
eraft. After detailing the case of an aged 
negress who died, as she supposed, from hav- 
ing had witchcraft practiced upon her, the true 
nature of the disease, however, being made 
apparent by the post-mortem examination, 
Dr. Jones remarks : 

“As the practice of sorcery or witchcraft 
amorigst the negroes in certain parts of the 
South is thought to have been revived and ex- 
tended since the war, we reproduce one of the 
fullest and most accurate accounts of the 
superstitious practices of the negroes. 

“The following very curious account of the 
extraordinary superstition of the African race 
was transmitted by the agent of Jamaica to 


Communications. 








the Lords of the Committee of Privy Coun- 
cil, and by them subjoined to their report on 
the slave trade ; and it is said to have been the 
result of the diligent researches and accurate 
pen of Mr. Long: 

“¢The term Obeah, Obiah or Obia (for it 
is variously written), we conceive to be the 
adjective, and Obe or Obi the noun substan. 
tive; and by the word Obia, men or women 
are meant, those who practice Obi. The ori- 
gin of the term we should consider as of no 
importance in our answer to the questions 
proposed, if, in search of it, we were not led 
to disquisitions that are highly gratifying to 
curiosity. From the learned Mr. Bryant’s* 
Commentary, upon the word Oph, we obtain 
avery probable etymology of the term. A 
serpent in the Egyptian language was called 
Ob or Aub. Obion is still the Egyptian name 
for a serpent. Moses, in the name of God, 
forbids the Israelites ever to inquire of the 
demon 06, which is translated in our Bible, 
Charmer or Wizard, Divinator and Sorcilegus. 
The woman at Endor is called Oub or 0b, 
translated Pythonissa ; and Obbaios (he cites 
from Horus Apollo) was the name of the 
Basilisk or Royal Serpent, emblem of the sun, 
and an ancient oracular deity of Africa. 
This derivation, which applies to one par- 
ticular sect, the remnant, probably, of a very 
celebrated religious order in remote ages, is 
now become in Jamaica the general term to 
denote those Africans, who, in that Island, 
practice witchcraft or sorcery, comprehend- 
ing also the class of what are called Myal- 
men, or those who, by means of narcotic po- 
tion, made with the juice of an herb (said to 
be the branchid Calalwe or species of Solanum), 
which occasions a trance, or profound sleep 
of a certain duration, endeavor to convince 
the deluded spectators of their power to re 
animate dead bodies. 

‘** As far as we areable to decide from our own 
experience and information, when we lived in 
the island, and from the current testimony of 
all the negroes we have ever conversed with 
on the subject, the professors of Obi are, and 
always were, natives of Africa, and none other; 
and they have brought the science with them 
from thence to Jamaica, where it is so univer- 
sally practiced, that we believe that there are 
few of the large estates possessing native Afti- 
cans which have not one ormore of them. The 
oldest and most crafty are those who usually 


*Mythology, Vol. 1, pp. 48, 175 and 478. 
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attract the greatest devotion and confidence ; 
those whose hoary heads,and somewhat pecu- 
liarly harsh and forbidding aspect, together 
with some skill in plants of the medicinal and 
poisonous species, have qualified them for suc- 
cessful imposition upon the weak and credulous. 
The negroesin general, whether Africans or 
Creoles, revere, consult and fear them ; to these 
oracles they resort, and with the moet implicit 
faith, upon all occasions, whether for the cure 
of disorders, the obtaining revenge for injuries 
or insults, the conciliating of favors, the dis- 
covery and punishment of the thief or the adul- 
terer, and the prediction of future events. 
The trade which these imposters carry on is 
extremely lucrative. They manufacture and 
and sell their obies adopted to different cases 
and at different prices. A veil of mystery is 
studiously thrown over their incantations, to 
which the midnight hours are alotted, and 
every precaution is taken to conceal them 
from the knowledge and discovery of the 
white people. The deluded negroes, who 
thoroughly believe in their supernatural 
power, become the willing accomplices in the 
concealment, and the stoutest among them 
tremble at the very sight of the ragged 
bundle, the bottle or the egg shells, which 
are stuck in the thatch or hung over the door 
ofa hut, or upon the branch of a plantation 
tree, to deter marauders. 


‘* Tn cases of poison, the natural effects of it 
are by the ignorant negroes ascribed entirely 
to the potent workings of the obi. The wiser 
negroes hesitate to reveal their suspicions, 
through the dread of incurring the terrible 
vengeance which is fulminated by the obeah- 
men against any who should betray them; it 
is very difficult, therefore, for the white pro- 
prietor to.distinguish the obeah professor from 
any other negro upon his plantation; and so 
infatuated are the blacks in general, that but 
few instances occur of their having assumed 
courage enough to impeach these miscreants. 
With minds so firmly prepossessed, they no 
sooner find obi set for them near the door of 
their houses, or in the path which leads to it, 
than they give themselves up for lost. When 
anegro is robbed of a fowl or a hog, he ap- 
plies directly to the obeah man or woman. It 
isthen made known among his fellow blacks 
that obi is set for the thief; and as soon as the 
latter hears the dreadful news, his terrified 
imagination begins to work; no resource is 
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eminent obeah-men in the neighborhood, who 
may counteract the magical operations of the 
other; but if no one can be found of higher 
rank and ability, or, after gaining such an 
ally, he should still fancy himself affected, he 
presently falls into a decline, under the inces- 
sant horror of impending calamities. The 
slightest painful sensation in the head, the 
bowels, or anywther part, any casual loss or 
hurt, confirms his apprehensions, and he be- 
lieves himself the devoted victim of an invisi- 
ble and irresistible agency. Sleep, appetite 
and cheerfulness forsake him; his strength 
decays, his disturbed imagination is haunted 
without respite, his features wear the settled 
gloom of despondency ; dirt, or any other un- 
wholesome substance, becomes his only food ; 
he contracts ‘a morbid habit of body, and 
gradually sinks into the grave. 

‘***A negro who is taken ill inquires of the 
Obeah-man the cause of his sickness, whether 
it will prove mortal or not, and within what 
time he shall die or recover. The oracle gen- 
erally ascribes the distemper to the malice of 
some particular person ; but if no hopes are. 
given of recovery, immediate despair takes 
place, which no medicine can remove, and 
death is the certain consequence. The an- 
omalous symptoms, which originate from 
causes deeply rooied in the mind, suoh as the 
terrors of obi, are from poisons, whose opera- 
tion is slow and intricate, will baffle the ekill 
of the ablest physician. 

‘“ Considering the multitude of occasions 
which may provoke the negroes to exercise 
the powers of obi against each other, and the 
astonishing influence of this superstition upon 
their minds, we cannot but attribute a very 
considerable portion of the annual mortality 
among’the negroes of Jamaica to}this fascinat- 
ing mischief. 

** The obi is usually composed of a farrago 
of material, most of which are enumerated in 
the Jamaica law [passed 1760] viz.: blood, 
feathers, parrots’ beaks, dogs’ teeth, alliga- 
tors’ teeth, broken bottles, grave dirt, rum, 
and egg-shells. 

“** Pere Labat, in his history of Mafrtinico, 
has mentioned some instances of this practice 
which are very remarkable. 

“*Tt may seem very extraordinary that a 
practice alleged to be so frequent in Jamaica 
should not have received an earlier check from 
the legislature. The truth is, that the skill of 





left but in the superior skill of some more 


some negroes, in the art of poisoning, has been 
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noticed here since the chemists became much 
acquainted with them. SLOAN and BARHAM, 
who practiced physic in Jamaica in the lasi 
century, have mentioned particular instances 
of it. The secret and insiduous manner in 
which this crime is generally perpetrated, 
makes the legal proof of it extremely difficult. 
Suspicions, therefore, have been frequent, but 
detections rare; these murderers have some- 
times been brought to justice, but it is reason- 
able to believe that a far greater number have 
escaped with impunity. In regard to the 
other and more common tricks of obi, such as 
hanging up feathers, bottles, egg-shells, etc., 
etc., in order to intimidate negroes of a thiev- 
ish disposition from plundering huts, hog-styes 
or provision grounds, these were laughed at by 
the white inhabitants as harmless stratagems, 
contrived by the more sagacious for de- 
terring the more simple and superstitious 
blacks, and serving for much the same pur- 
pose as the scare-crows which are in gen- 
eral used among our English farmers and 
gardeners. 

“** But, in the year 1760, when a very formid- 
able insurrection of the Koromantyn or Gold 
Coast negroes, broke out in the parish of St. 
Mary, and spread through almost every other 
district of the Island, an old Koromantyn ne- 
gro, thfe chief instigator and oracle of the 
insurgents in that parish, who had adminis- 
tered the fetish or solemn oath to the conspira- 
tors, and furnished them with a magical 
preparation, which was to render them in- 
vulnerable, was fortunately apprehended, con- 
victed, and hung up with all his feathers and 
trumperies about him; and his execution 
struck the insurgents with a general panic, 
from which they never afterward recovered. 
The examinations, which were taken at that 
period, first opened the eyes of the public to 
the very dangerous tendency of the Obeah 
practices, and gave birth to the law which 
was then enacted for their suppression and 
punishment. But neither the terror of this 
law, the strict investigation which has ever 
since been made after the professors of Obi, 
nor the many examples of those who from 
time to time have been hanged or transported, 
have hitherto produced the desired effect. 
We conclude, therefore, that either this sect, 
like others in the world, has flourished under 
persecution, or that fresh supplies are annu- 
ally introduced from the African seminaries.”’ 





*Tome II, pp. 50, 447, 490, 506. 
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““ BRYAN EDWARDS,”’ adds Dr. JONEs, “jg 
his ‘History, Civil and Commercial, of the Brit. 
ish Colonies in the West Indies’ (1806, vol. ii, 
p. 303), quotes the following narrative from a 
planter in Jamaica, whom he characterizes ag 
a gentleman of the strictest veracity :’” 


*“* Upon returning to Jamaica in the year 
1775, he found that a great number of his 
negroes had died during his absence ; andthat 
of such as remained alive, at least one-half 
were debilitated, bloated, and in a very de. 
plorable condition. The mortality continued 
after his arrival; and two or three were fre. 
quently buried in one day: others were taken 
ill, and began to decline under the same 
symptoms. Every means were tried by med. 
icines, and the most careful nursing, to pre. 
serve the lives of the feeblest ; but in spite of 
all his endeavors, this depopulation went on 
far above a twelve months longer, with more 
or less intermission, and without his being 
able to ascertain the real cause, although the 
Obeah practice was strongly suspected, as 
well by himself as by the doctor, and 
other white persons upon the plantation, 
as it was well known to have been very com- 
mon in that part of the Island, and particu 
larly among the negroes of the Pap2w or Popo 
country. Still he was unable to verify his 
suspicions, because the patients constantly 
denied their having anything to do with per 
sons of that order, or any knowledge of them. 
At length a negress, who had been ill for some 
time, came one day and informed him that, 
feeling it was impossible for her to live much 
longer, she thought herself bound in duty, 
before she died, to impart a very great secret, 
and acquaint him with the true cause of her 
disorder, in hopes that the disclosure might 
prove the means of stopping that mischief 
which had already swept away such a number 
of her fellow-slaves. She proceeded to say 
that her step-mother (a woman of the Popo 
country, above eighty years old, but still hale 
and active) had put obi upon her, as she had 
also done upon those who had recently died; 
and that the old woman had practiced obi for 
as many years as she could remember 

“*The other negroes of che plantation 00 
sooner heard of this impeachment, than they 
ran in a body to their master and confirmed 
the truth of it, adding that she had carried on 
this business ever since her arrival from Af 
rica, and was the terror of the whole neigh 
borhood. Upon this he repaired directly, with 
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' six white servants, to the old woman’s house, 


and forcing open the door, observed the whole 
inside of the roof, which was of thatch, and 
every crevice of the walls stuck with the im- 
plements of her trade, consisting of rags, 
feathers, bones of cats, and a thousand other 
articles. Examining further, a large earthen 
pot or jar, close covered, was found concealed 
under her bed. It contained a prodigious 
quantity of round balls of earth or clay of 
yarious dimensions, large and small; whitened 
on the outside, and variously compounded ; 
some with hair or rags, or feathers of all sorts, 
and strongly bound with twine ; others blended 
with the upper sections of the skulls of cats, 
or stuck round with cat’s teeth or claws, or 
with human or dog’s teeth, and some glass 
beads of different colors; there were also a 
great many egg shells, filled with a viscous or 
gummy substance, the qualities of which he 
neglected to examine, and many little bags 
stuffed with a variety of articles, the particu- 
lars of which cannot, at this distance of time, 
be recollected. The house was instantly 
pulled down, and with the whole of its con- 
tents committed to the flames, amidst the 
general acclamations of all his other negroes. 
In regard to the. old woman, he declined 
bringing her to trial under the law of-the 
Island, which would have punished her with 
death; but, from a principle of humanity, 
delivered her into the hands of a party of Span- 
iards, who (as she was thought not incapable 
of doing some trifling kind of work) were 
very glad to accept and carry her with them 
to Cuba. From the moment of her departure 
his negroes seemed all to be animated with 
new spirits, and the malady spread no further 
among them. The total of his losses in the 
course of about fifteen years preceding the 
discovery, and imputable solely to the Obeah 
practice, he estimates at least one hundred 
negroes.’ ”? 


It is proper to add that the late Dr. SAMUEL 
A. CARTWRIGHT, a well-known and distin- 
guished physician of New Orleans, published 
one or two interesting papers about ten or 


. twelve years ago, upon negro feticism and 


Obeaism, as practical in this country; and 
the writer regrets that he has not the articles 
at hand to refer to more specifically. 


From what has already been said, it will be 
clearly seen how important to the physician, 
Who is liable to be called upon to treat the 
diseases of the negroes, to have some knowl- 
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edge of the cause and effects of this myster- 


ious and most potent Obeah practice. Fore - 


warned, forearmed. 





CARBONIC GAS A STIMULANT IN 
THE STOMACH. 


By T. D. Crorners, M. D., 
Of Albany, New York. 


J. C., a book-keeper, who is closely confined 
from twelve to fourteen hours during the day, 
and suffers from lassitude, headache, and gen- 
eral debility, and other symptoms of exhaus- 
tion, has been in a habit, for over six months, 
of going into Taylor’s brewery, on his way 
home, and swallowing carbonic gas, from three 
to five minutes, using a long glass pipe, one 
end of it in the atmosphere of carbonic gas, 
over the fermenting mass in the beer punch- 
eons—the other in the mouth—drawing and 
swallowing the gas from three to four times 
per minute. Complete relief of all the bad 
feelings follows. A sense of renewed strength 
and vigor is felt, and he continues on his jour- 
ney home; and during the evening he thinks 
that his sleep is sounder. No other result was 
noticed. This means of relief he has used two 
or three times per week, always with the same 
result. 

W. W., a down-town merchant, suffering in 
a similar way, at my suggestion took carbonic 
gas in the same way, with complete relief. A 
sense of warmth and exhilaration would 
generally follow, and continue for hours. 
His appetite was increased; his sleep be- 
came sounder and a general marked im- 
provement in his health continues up to 
this time. With these facts before me, 
I sought to answer the question—Is 
carbonic gas a stimulant in the stomach? If 
s0,to what extent? And how does it differ 
from other stimulants? For this purpose I 
procured a glass pipe, and thermometer, with 
attendant to note symptoms and pulse. Se- 
lecting the brewery of the Amsdell Brothers, 
I found the beer puncheons to have over them 
a layer of thirty inches and more of pure car- 
bonic gas. Sitting or standing by the side of 
one of these vats, with my pulse, thermometer 
and general condition carefully noted, I 
would draw up the gas through the tube, and 
swallow it This is easy after a few moments 


practice, and little if any gas passes into the 
lungs. The following is a record of the ex~ 
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periments made in detail. Where the exper- 
iment seemed to be a repetition of previous 
ones, I have given it in brief. As far as pos- 
sible these experiments were made about the 
same time of day, and under similar conditions 
of body and mind. 

Experiment 1st, May 10.—Well; weight, 157 
pounds ; pulse, 66; temperature, 974. Took 
four inspirations of gas per minute for nine 
minutes. At the end of six minutes the pulse 
had gone up to 74; there was a feeling of 
warmth and increased strength. At nine 
minutes the pulse was 81; temperature, 97} ; 
face flushed ; perspiration free ; much exhila- 
rated. This remained four hours, then grad- 
ually wore away. No unpleasant sensation 
followed. 

_ Experiment 2d, May 11.—Fatigued; pulse, 
71 ; temperature, 97%; gas taken eleven min- 
utes. At eight minutes, pulse 83 ; feeling of 
fatigue gone, and exhilaration and a sense of 
freedom followed; at eleven minutes, pulse 
89, a fullness of the stomach, and a sensation 
of vigor and free perspiration over the body. 

Remark.—An hour or more after felt drowsy ; 
this lasted a few moments; the exhilaration 
lasted the rest of the day. 

Experiment 3d, May 12.—Weary and warm ; 
pulse, 76; temperature, 97; gas taken fifteen 
minutes. At nine minutes, the pulee 95; the 
usual exhilaration, with fullness of the stom- 
ach present; at fifteen’ minutes, pulse 694; 
face pallid; perspiring freely; uncomforta- 
ble feeling over the stomach ; a feeling of 
lightness over the body; walk with an un- 
certain, tottering gait; an hour after, having 
slept a few moments, all the unpleasant symp- 
toms were gone; the exhilaration remained 
until evening. Noticed that I slept very 
soundly that night, more so than usual. 

Experiment 4th, May 13.—Well ; pulse, 68 ; 
temperature, 974; gas taken eighteen min- 
utes. The first sensation was of intense de- 
pression, then an unusual buoyancy followed; 
at ten minutes, the pulse was 84; at eighteen 
it had gone down to 63; fullness over the 
stoniach ; perspiring freely ; temperature, 97 ; 
lightness and vigor present ; respiration in- 
creased; an hour after, slept a few moments ; 
awoke with a prickling sensation over the 
head ; a trembling, nervous feeling continued 
until night. 

Remark.—The usual depression and buoy- 
ancy, following each other so rapidly, seemed 
to pass away leaving no particular symptoms. 


Correspondence, 
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Experiment 5th, May 16.—Pulse 713.tem 


perature 964; gas taken twenty-one minutes, 
Atnine minutes, pulse 93; respiration hurried, 
At eighteen minutes, pulse 64; temperature, 
96; glowing sensation of the head present; 
mind clear and light. At 21 minutes pulse 
57 ; a strong desire to sleep ; locomotion diff. 
cult ; seemed elevated above the earth , slept 
eight minutes ; awoke with mind clear ; the 
fullness and trembling of the stomach anj 
body remained. 

Remark.—These sensations closely simulated 
intoxication, only that reason was intact and 
capable of measuring the surroundings, but 
the control of the body was imperfect 
Awoke next morning free from all ill feelings, 

Experiment 6th, May 18th.—Well; pulse, 
64 ; temperature, 96 ; gas taken eighteen min- 
utes. At nine minutes, pulse 78; the usual 
exhilaration and warmth of feeling present, 
At eighteen minutes, pulse 59 ; locomotion, 
difficult; intense drowsiness and dullness, 
which passed away soon; exhilaration con- 
tinued during the day. 

Experiment 7th, May 20.—Headache and gen- 
eral debility; pulse, 67; temperature, 9%; 
gas taken twenty-two minutes; at twelve 
minutes, pulse 85. All debility and ill feeling 
gone ; respiration hurried. At eighteen min 
utes pulse 62; at twenty-two minutes, pulse 
56; temperature, 954. A hazy sensation of 
both body and mind present ; difficulty in walk 
ing. A dull,throbbing headache, which passed 
off after a few moment’s sleep. 

Remark.—The respiration was more effected 
by this experiment than in any before. A 
desire to sleep continued during the day. 

Experiment 8th, May 23.—Pulse, 68 ; temper 
ature, 96; gas taken sixteen minutes. Same 
difficulty in respiration, with a constant ter 
dency to yawn. At ten minutes, pulse £0; 
at sixteen minutes, pulse 63. The usual 
symptoms and sensations of previous exper 
ments present. A sensation of bloating al 
over the body. 

Experiment 9th, May 26.—Well ; pulse, 68; 
temperature, 964; gas taken twenty-six mir 
utes. At eleven minutes the pulse was. 
At the close of the experiment it had gone 
down to 504; temperature, 96. Locomotios 
was impossible. A dull, dreamy sensation 
prevaded the body, and a cold, clammy pe 
spiration. After a sleep of twelve minule 
locomotion returned. A sense of fullness, 
with a headache, remained during the day. . 
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Remurk.—This experiment resulted in a 
joss of power over the body for a time, and a 
degree of stimulation so intense as to cause 
a reaction, which continued for a day or more. 

Experiment 10th, May 30.—Pulse , 68 ; tempe- 
ature, 96 ; gas taken eleven minutes. The pulse 
was 89, and all the usual stimulant effects, such 
as exhilaration,sensation of lightness and vigor 
present ; weighed, at the close of this exper- 
iment, 149 lbs.;showing a decrease of eight 
Ibs. in twenty days. 

Remark.—These experiments establish the 
fact that carbonic gas is a powerful stimulant 
inthe stomach. The rapid rise of the pulse ; 
the diminution of all feelings of lassitude and 
weariness (which stimulants particularly dim- 
inish) ; the increased respiration and exhila- 
ration which follow, are reasons that place 
the fact beyond question. 


To what extent is itastimulant? These 
experiments indicate that beyond a certain 
limit carbonic gas becomes a depressant, at 
least to the circulatory system. The gas 
taken for ten or twelve minutes seems to reach 
its highest stimulant effect on the pulse. Then, 
when continued, causes the pulse to sink as 
rapidly as it went up. It would be natural to 
expect that depression and debility would fol- 
low when the pulse sinks so rapidly, but the 
experiments do not indicate this. The most 
prominent symptom of debility was difficulty 
in walking. Headache and dullness when 
present seem to have gone off after a few mo- 
ments sleep, and a degree of exhilaration re- 
mained until night. 

The next day no prominent symptoms were 
present of previous stimulation or depression. 
When carried further, the indications of de- 
bility are prominent; but they seem transient, 
and pass away soon. The ultimate loss of 
weight points strongly to its effects on the sys- 
tm. The gas seems to be rapidly absorbed 
by the stomach, until a maximum quantity is 
reached; then a sense of fullness over the 
stomach, with yawning and regurgitation fol- 
low. This is the period of depression, and 
is effects differ from other stimulants in the 
tapidity of its action and in the peculiar ex- 
tilaration, which remains for a long time after. 

Should subsequent observation confirm these 
experiments, we have a valuable stimulant in 
tarbonicgas. The medicinal effect of mineral 
Waters may be owing to this gas in the stom- 

wh more than to any other element. Soda 
Water, and all liquids having carbonic gas in 





suspension, are néted for their sparkling 
‘stimulating taste. DEMarQquay, of Paris, 
mentions cases of persons drinking mineral 
water rich in carbonic gas, and feeling aslight 
degree of intoxication. Judge Clute, of 
Alabama, informed me lately, that the water 
of the High Rock Spring, at Saratoga, always 
produced remarkable exhilaration after taking 
one or two glasses. Sometimes he was obliged 
to lay down, the effects were so extreme; al- 
most like intoxication. 

The effect of carbonic gas in the lungs has 
been studied for years, and the old theory that 
it is essentially poisonous is disproved. It is 
believed now that an excess in the lungs acts. 
merely to prevent the gas in the blood from 
being eliminated. Taken in the stomach, 
and absorbed into the blood, it must quicken 
the eliminating process to throw it off, and 
thus stimulate the circulation, and increase 
the nerve power. After a certain limit, the 
blood becomes so thoroughly saturated, and 
elimination is inadequate to restore its natur- 
al proportions, hence depression and dimin- 
ished circulation, and general debility, follow. 
Experiments not yet completed indicate that 
carbonic gas in small quantities, every day, in- 
creases the weight and digestion and acts as 
a gentle stimulant. 
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HospiTAL REporRTs. 


PHILADELPHIA EYE AND EAR IN- 
FIRMARY. 


Monthly Report—June, 1871. 
Clinic of P. D, Kzysrr, M. D. 
REPORTED BY J. W. MILLICK, M. D. 


June 30.—88 patients have been admitted in 
the eye clinic this month, with the following 
diseases and affections: conjunctiva, 20; cor- 
nea, 18; iris,6; choroid,2; retina and optic 
nerve, 4; lens, 4; lachrymal apparatus, 6 ; 
lids,9; muscles, 3; accommodation and re- 
fraction, 16. 

Eighteen operations were made , including 3 
for strabismus ; 1 symblepharon ; 1 entropion ; 
2 St for lachymal stricture ; 2 pterygium ; 
2 epithelioma of lower lid; 3 cystic tumors on 
lids; 1 peritomy or syndectomy; 1 cataract 
operation. 

The cases of the conjunctiva were mostly 
catarrhal conjunctivitis, which were treated 
by mild astringent collyria of zinci sulph., 
cupri sulph., tannin, alum, etc. Among them, 
however, there were some of those tedious 
and troublesome cases of ulations. “In 
these nothing has been found so beneficial as 
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the saplientiion of the lapis mitigatis gently | chamber and cataractous, it was removed by 
over the affected conjunctiva, and at night | a linear incision in the cornea. " 
the use of an ointment of the sulphate of cop- | was rapid, and visual acuteness. e 
per and the sulphate of quinia. The troubles of the lachrymal apparaty 
Those of the cornea were mostly injuries of | were strictures of the tear duct and a 
foreign bodies (as steel s Soanta), wee were | of the sac. In some leaden styles were intr. 
carefully removed. Ulcers of the cornea | duced through the slit upper canaliculus, and 
were successfully treated by atropine and | two were operated on according to Stilling, 
warm water applications, and phliyctenular| Of the lids blepharitis and cystic tumor 
keratitis and phlyctenular conjunctivitis by | were predominant. 
Pagenstecher’s ointment of the precipitated| The cystic tumors were removed by the 
yellow oxide of mercury. .__,,_ | knife, and the blepharitis relieved by the use 
Of the iris, syphilis was the predominating | of local applications of nitrate of silver solu. 
cause in the majority of the cases, and re-| tion of 10 cr 20 grains to the ounce, and an 
quired such constitutional treatment. One | ointment of the yellow precipitated oxide of 
case of hyperaesthesia of the retina presented | mercury 1,2 or 3 grains to the drachm ap- 
in a little girl ten years old, of rather feeble | plied night and morning, care bei taken to 
health. Under a tonic treatment and protec- | remove any ciliaries with inflamed bulbs. 
tion from light much improvement has so far| The three cases of muscular affections were 
occurred. — strabismus convergence which were operated 
The affections of the lens were cataracts, | on by Von Graefe’s method with Liebreich’s 
among which one was atraumatic cataract with | modification. In two of them hyperopia was 
dislocation of the lens into the anterior cham- | the cause, and in the other myopia was the 
ber. The patient was splitting wood, and a | origin, which were corrected by the proper 
splinter flew up and penetrated the eye on | glasses, after the operation. Under accom- 
the inner side, just at the limbus conjunc-| modation and refraction the majority were 
tivialis, tearing the iris from its ciliary at-| hyperopia, 4 of astigmatism, 3 ot myopia, and . 
tachments, and lacerating the anterior capsule. | 2of presbyopia, all of which were corrected 
- The piece of wood being jagged, pulled full | by the proper giasses. 
one-half of the iris out with it, on its being Clinie of James Collins, M. D. 
drawn out by a physician at the time of the | June 30.—There have been 17 ear cases ad- 
accident. hen brought to the Infirmary | mitted this month, as follows: Aural catarth, 
(the day after the occurence) the anterior | acute and chronic,3; thickened membrane 
chamber was so filled with blood that nothing | tympani, 5; inflammation of external andi- 
could be seen; after a few days of cold appli- | tory canal, 2; obstruction of eustachian tube 
cations it was absorbed, and the lens being/1; perforation tympani, 3; inflammation of 
found dislocated forward into the anterior ' lobe of the ear, 1; inflected cerumen, 2. 











EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 


PERISCOPE. My own experience, as well as that of Dr. 

R. T. MAXWELL, my partner, is that most 

cases of whooping cough can be cured by 

Pertussis Curable by Local Treatment. local treatment, and that one needs only try 


Dr. W. F. McNutt, M. D., M. B.C. 8S. E., | the treatment to be convinced of the fact. 
says in the Boston Medical and Surgical Jour- | p medinan weibate the shove pee 
! d ‘ ocal treat: 


nal: | a > 
It had not occurred to me that the local | ment of this disease new? While local treat 


treatment of pertussis was not in more general | Ment for whooping cough is by no means new, 


use until I observed, in the Boston Medical and | !0cal treatment by means of the spray atom 


Surgical Journal for April 20, 1871, an article | izer may be comparatively new. 
- by Dr. CALDWELL, of Brooklyn, N. Y.,| As early as 1849, Dr. E. Watson, of Gla» 
headed, “‘A New and Successful Treatment | gow, recommended a strong solution of 
of Pertussis.” He says: ‘‘ Believing in | of silver to the interior of the larynx a4 
NIEMEYER’s view of the pathology of this | very successful method of treating pe 
disease, ‘ that whooping cough is a catarrh of | (Edin. Monthly Journal and Retrospect, De. 
the respiratory mucous membrane, combined | 1849, p. 1290.) Twenty-five years ago, Eas 
with intense hyperssthesia of the air pas- | J. B. Wood refers to inhalations as being i 
sages,’ I made my medication directly to the | use for the treatment of whooping cough. He 
arts affected.” His medications were made | says: “The substances used in this Way 
by the spray atomizer. é among others, have been cherry-laurel-watel, 
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tar, benzoin, galbanum, nitrous acid 

It has been many years since it 
was noticed that children suffering with 
whooping cough who lived in the neighbor- 


vapors, & 


hood of gas-works were rapidly cured. The 


jnhalations in these cases must consist of am- 


monia, vapor of tar, with the vapor of several 
volatile oils.” 
The formula used and recommended by Dr. 

Caldwell in the article referred to above is 

follows : 

. R. Ext. belladon. fid., t.v. to x. 
Potass, bromid., i. 
Ammon. bromid., ij 
Aque destil., 

M. Ft. solutio. 
Of this we use a tablespoonful at each applica- 


ion. 

: We—Dr. R. T. Maxwell and myself—have 
always used a solution of nitrate of silver, gr. 
xv. to the ounce, applied by the spray atomi- 
zer; we have found the treatment so satisfac- 
tory that we have had no occasion to make 
ay change of formula. The first case 
that we treated with the spray atomizer was 
that of Harry S., aged 6 years (Jan., 1871), a 
very severe case ; the little fellow expectora- 
ted blood after every paroxysm. e tried 
the spray atomizer as an experiment, instead 
of making the application by means of the 
brush or probang, which Dr. Maxwell has re- 
lied on entirely for about ten years. The 


child yey after the second sitting, and 


on the fifth he was nearly well. A few days 
ago, as I was using the spray atomiser with 
two children of Mrs. M., she remarked that 
about six years ago, when four of the older 
children had the whooping cough, Dr. Max- 
well cured them entirely by brushing their 


throats four or five times. There is no doubt 
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gulars who could not be placed in either of the 
classes named, as well as many supposed to be 
regular, but of whom we have not sufficient 
a to warrant placing their names in that 
Cc. ° 
Whole number of physicians of all classes, 
ne . regular physicians, 39, 
homeopathic physicians, 2,961 
—-- as 133 
a . eclectic _ 2,860 
Miscellaneous and unknown, , 4,174 
This gives a ratio of 168 physicians: to one 
homeeopath in the whole number, and 13.1 
regular physicians to one homeopath. Esti- 
mating the population of the United States 
in round numbers at 39,000 000, we have one 
regular physician to every one thousand of 
the population. The proportion of homeo- 
pathic physicians to the whole population 
would be about one in every 13,000. This is 
certainly less than we had supposed. 


49,798 


Fistula in Ano. 


Recently, at King’s College Hospital, Pro- 
fessor Wood commented on some cases he had 
lately operated on for fistula in ano. In one 
case where there was merely an external 
opening, he had considered it advisable to cut 
a few fibres of the external sphincter in con- 
sequence of the length of the sinus. In anoth- 
er case, Which was a singular one, inasmuch 
as there were three sinuses, he considered it 
advisable to lay freely open all three. In 
cases where two fistule existed, each having 
a distinct opening, the proper procedure is to 

erform two my operations, as when a 
arge number of the fibres of the sphincter are 
cut through you may have the subsequent in- 
convenience of non-retention of the feces. 
Professor Wood also observed that in such 


in my mind that local applications are all that 
is necessary for the treatment and cure of 
whooping cougb. And there is very little 
doubt that there is a variety of substances 
that can be used for the purpose. The solu- 
tion of nitrate of silver, however, will seldom 
fail to effect a cure. 


cases as these he was careful to vivify the 
pseudo-mucouus or cacophonous membrane by 
turning the edge of the knife and breaking it 
down with the fingers. In another case the 
class had seen, there was a sinus leading up 
to, but not into the rectum. At first, when 
examining the sinus with a probe, it did not 
appear to extend so far, but under chloroform 
you were abie to manipulate more freely, 
which, together with the relaxed condition of 
the parts, often discovered the tortuosity of a 
sinus, which without the anesthetic might be 
overlooked. 

The operation was performed in the usual 
manner, but from the length of the fistula he 
(the Professor) preferred laying it fairly open 
into the rectum. Such cases as these, in a hos- 
pital where you had plenty of assistance, pre- 
sented few difficulties ; but in private practice 
it was not always easy to obtain assistance, 
and the contraction of the gluteal muscles 
rendered it very difficult at times to get access 
to the parts so as to ensure the operation being 
performed efficiently. 

Lastly, Professor Woop drew the attention 
of the class to the changes which had taken 
place in the views of the English surgeons in 
reference to the question, or rather inadvisa- 
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Statistics of the Medical Profession in the United 
States. 


Dr. J. M. Toner, of Washington, D. C., 
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ranged by States and Territori-s, and has the 
post-office address, with a prefix to each physi- 
lan’s name showing the theory or system of 
medicine which he practises. The profession 
Is divided and classified under the following 
eads : Regular physicians, homeopathic, hy- 
tropathic, eclectic, and miscellaneous and 
known. The latter includes all those irre- 
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bility of operating for this malady in those af- 
fected with phthisis. His own impression was 
that the operation in the majority of instances 
was not injurious, but, on the contrary, highly 
beneficial. Patients were relieved of a pain- 
ful and weakening disease, and their health 
rapidly improved. He need, on this occasion, 
only allude to the old exploded theory, that a 
fistula in phthisical patients carried of a quan- 
tity of peccant matter connected with the dis- 


ease. 

His attention had lately been particularly 
drawn to this question, in consequence of 
having been called into consultation to see a 
gentleman suffering from fistula of ten years 
standing, who had phthisis. During the last 
ter. years the continental physicians, both 
French and Italian, had refused to operate. 
Mr. Wood operated on the case, the patient 
spew yd recovered, and this notwithstanding 

e had to spend the whole of the winter in 
England, a thing he had not done for ten 
years previously. 


Parenchymatous Nepbritis in Early Life. 


The Medical Press and Circular quotes the 
following remarks by Dr. Kjelberg, on “ Pa- 
renchymatous Nephritis in Children.’”’ He 
says that, far from being rare, it is very fre- 

uent. Of 696 autopsies of children, made 
rom 1863-’69, he has met with it in 126 cases, 
without taking into account scarlatina or 
measles. In fact, it is above all in cases of 
acute and chronic gastric catarrh that it is met 
with; then in syphillis; in pyemia; in men- 
ingitis ; in erysipelas, pneumonia and pleuri- 
sy ; in croup and diphtheria; and in capillary 
bronchitis. This is the clinical picture of the 
complication of gastric catarrh, according to 
thirty cases cited by our author ; prostration, 
more or less coma; the eyes closed and more 
or less sunken. The nose cold and piached ; 
ag ne of the fontanella; the neck espe- 
cially inclined to the right, and the occiput 
sunk into the neck; the veins of the neck 
more marked than in health. The child com- 
plains from time to time, and cries out hoarsely 
without motive, and falls into convulsions. 
The mouth is half open; the tongue dry; 
sometimes there is vomiting ; the abdomen is 
generally depressed, soft and flaccid; respira- 
tion is slow and unequal; the skin dry, cold, 
and without elasticity, hardly rising after 
pressure ; the extremities cold, with cdema 
and rigidity of the legs ; the urine scanty, or 
suppressed, with albumen in it, with hyaline 
granular casts and a great number of rounded 
cells seen in it. Cerebral symptoms are often 
remarked although the autopsy shows no 
lesion to explain it. Doubtless a part of these 
symptoms depends on the disease of the 
stomach ; but it is also clear that the ensemble 
of this is more like hydrocephalus, as de- 
scribed by Marshall Hall, This disease often 
is a complication of gastric disease when 
acute; but it is not possible to say if there 
was not parenchymatous nephritis at the same 
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time, for Marshall Hall only examined thy 
kidneys in one case. The author recommenis 
for treatment mustard baths, tices Om the 
lumbar regions, and in case there is suppres. 
sion of urine, compresses ~~ in tincture 
of digitalis renewed three or four times & day, 
Stimulants and tonics to be given inter 
for the disease of the stomach. The sam 
paper has also been quoted in a large number 
of our contemporaries. 


Case of Chronic Nasal Catarrh. 


Dr. NoRTON Fotsom, Physician to the Ney 
i sa Dispensary, writes to the Medical G,. 


e: 

The following case is reported mainly for 
the purpose of calling attention to the conye. 
nience of the apparatus employed in treat 
ment. 

Mr. B— , et. 35, a fine singer, free, so far 
as known, from any constitutional taint, had 
suffered for over a year from an offensive 
purulent discharge from the nose, which fre. 
—— formed crusts as large as the thamb, 
80 and so closely adherent as to be dis 
e ed with considerable difficulty. The 
voice was so much affected that singing hai 
been almost entirely relinquished, the 
foetor of the discharge interfered with his so 
cial relations. 

Rhinoscopic and anterior nasal examination 
showed the mucous membrane generally en- 
gorged, eroded in patches, covered with viscid 
muco-purulent secretion, and the lower ani 
posterior part of the vomer entirely gone. 

The nasal douche had previously been tried 
without benefit, but its use was resumed with 
a solution of permanganate of po to 
gether with the application of spray of 
and of tanno-glycerine. After a few weeks, 
the only material improvement being the dim 
inution of fcetor, the following line of treat 
ment (mainly that lately recommended 
Drs. Sass and Lincoln at the Med. Lib. 


urpose, in the 
‘conn cone & 


solution of nitrate of silver (gr 
unc.) was then applied in the form 
from front and rear, to évery part of the 
ty, and the thorou: hness of its action 
by examination. This was repeated at 
vals of afew days for about ten weeks, 
improvement being constant, and 
terval of a month, during which 
worse, it was resumed for six weeks, 
was entirely abandoned, after about 
— in all, there being no 
harge, no formation of crusts, 
mucous membrane presenting a healthy 
appearance throughout. The voice was & 





seeSegeeer = 


rz 


“4 


onve- 
treat 
BO far 
}y had 
sive 
“4 
ye dis. 
The 
ies 
the 
‘is 80- 
— 
en- 
viscid 
r and 
1e, 
a tried 
d with 
“aan 
weeks, 
e dim 
treat 
led 


ad 
Bs 


ek 


sEceeeaccebedc vreee 


August 19, 1871.| 


tirely restored. There has been no relapse 
the year which has ensued. ; 
The spray was applied with the ordinary 
apparatus, the fluid being contained 
ina test-tube held in the hand, and the issue 
of the spray being instantly and completely 
controlled by the thumb compressing the 
rubber tube where it joins the atomizer. For 
the posterior nares the upward-jet atomizer 
was used, a small piece of hard rubber being 
fitted to the tube just in joint of the orifice, 
projecting upward about § inch, forming a 
palate-hook. 


The addition of a few drops of eau de) P 


eto the spray solution rendered it less 
po mad tn oad the after-taste was sensibly 
diminished by gargling with salt and water. 
The nostrils and upper lip were protected with 
an unguent. ; s 
The nasal speculum contrived for the exi- 
gencies of this case is made by coiling a piece 
of German silver wire at its middle, (as in an 
ordinary eyelid retractor), so that the ends 
tend to spring apart; the extremities 
being then bent nearly at a right »ngle, are 
carled up into blades about 14 inches long and 
jinch wide, which flare apart a little at the 
tips, which are to be introduced into the nos- 
tril. The degree of expansion is limited by a 
wrew. The whole instrument is gilded. It 
ismade by Messrs. Tiemann & Co. A useful 
addition is a piece of flexible wire attached 
to the ring of the instrument, which can be 
made to rest on the lip or cheek of the patient, 
and tilt or prop the nostril up horizontally. 
This leaves both hands free for manipulation, 
while the light is thrown in from the mirror 
on the forehead. In this way nearly every 
part of the naso-pharyngeal cavity can be 
reached, and accumulations, even upon the 
posterior wall of the pharynx be detached 
through the anterior nares. 


English Doctors and Argentine Diplomas. 
In any account of the plague of Buenos 
Ayres it deserves to be recorded how nobl 
the English doctors and the clergymen of 
denominations risked their lives daily. 
for the native doctors, with very few excep- 
tions they fled into the camp at the first 
alarm, and left the heat and burden of the 
day to foreigners, whom the government con- 
tinue to prohibit from practicing till they 
shall have obtained an Argentine diploma. 
Indeed, one English doctor who arrived in the 
height of the panic offered his services and 
was kept idle for a week while the Faculty 
on the question whether he ought to 
be allowed to practice until qualified by them 
todoso. Eventually he was employed by 
the British Consulate, and has now a special 
dispensation to pursue his calling, pending 
. peontinuance of the fever, without a di- 


Hypodermic Morphia in a General Hospital. 


p vecalling a late article on this subject in the 
EPORTER, we insert the following by J. 
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PENNOCK SLEIGHTHOLME, L.R.C.P., London, 
published in the Practitioner : 

With one exception, I never saw any im- 
mediate ill effects follow the use of hypoder- 
mic morphia, and only in one case any great 
evil result from its prolonged use. The for- 
mer case was as follows: A young medical 
man, of sound constitution and in good health, 
who had never before taken morphia hypo- 
dermically, partly as an experiment and part- 
ly with the hope of relieving some slight rest- 
lessness, injected himself, at about three 
o’clock in the moruing, with gr. 1-6 of mor- 
hia. Immediately atter the injection he fell 
down on the floor in a state of syncope, and 
had slight convulsive movements on one side 
of the body; consciousness did not entirely. 
leave him, and after lying still for about 
ten minutes he was sufficiently recovered 
to be able to go to the next room and 
help himself to a couple glasses of sherry. 
After this the feeling of faintness grodeally 
passed off, and he slept for about two hours; 
but on rising at eight in the morning, the 
same feeling of faintness returned, accompa- 
nied by greater pallor. These symptoms 
were relieved by a dose of brandy, but did 
not entirely cease until noon the same day. 
The fact that the faintness returned in so se- 
vere a form several hours after the injection, 
is, I think, sufficient to make it improbable 
that the first feeling of faintness was merely 
caused by the nervousness of a person inject- 
ing himself for the tirst time might be sup- 
posed to feel. The case in which evil result- 
ed from the long-continued use of morphia 
moe, was that of a man, aged about 40 

ected with wasting palsy, who had first used 
morphia hypodermically to relieve intense 
neuralgic pains in the limbs affected with this 
disease. At the time I first saw him—in 1869 
—the muscular atrophy had remained station- 
ary forab ,ut two years, and the neuralgic pains 
had ceased for about the same time ; the use 
of the morphia had developed in him a well- 
marked ‘‘ morphia habit,” from which he was 
endeavoriug gradually to free himself by 

ing diminished doses ; and in August, 1870, 
when I last saw him, he told me that he had 
almost entirely given up the use of morphia: 
his muscular atrophy still remained stationary. 
In delirium tremens, I have frequently 
ven hypodermic morphia in doses varying 
from gr. 4 to gr. $, and, as a rule, I have been 
disappointed with the effect of the injection ; 
for, although it has occasionally produce 
sleep, yet 1 am sure that in a great number 
of cases its use has been followed by increas- 
ed excitement. From a somewhat limited ex- 
perience of chloral in doses of from 30 to 40 
grains, I am inclined to think that it is a much 
more certain remedy in delirium tremens than 
either morphia or bromide of potassium. I 
remember one case, however, in which, after 
chloral, hypodermic morphia, and bromide of 
potassium had been given without effect, a 
small dose of morphia with antimony—gr. 4 
of the former, and gr. 1-6 of the latter—given 
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at thé suggestion of Dr. WILKINSON, was al- 
most immed‘ately followed by sleep; and the 
same effect followed the use of this remedy 
the following night, when there was a slight 
return of the delirium. As regards the use of 
morphia injections in cases of delirium follow- 
ing severe injuries, I must speak with less 
certainty, as these cases in the Manchester 
Infirmary did not come so much under my 
own observation ; but I have a decided im- 

ression that, at least in many of them, the 
injections were followed by increased deli- 
rium and excitement. 

In cases of acute chorea occurring during 
the period of early sexual life, and accompa- 
nied, as such cases usually are, by considera- 
ble maniacal excitement, morphia given hy- 
podermically did not generally appear tovhave 
any effect in producing sleep or allaying ex- 
citement ; whilst in the two or three cases in 
which I have seen chloral given, its use was 
almost immediately followed by sleep of five 

.or six hours’ duration. In one case only have 
J seen hypodermic morphia do good in acute 
chorea, and this was one in which the disease 
commenced in a young man during an attack 
of acute rheumatism with pericarditis: in him 
the injection of gr. 4 of morphia almost inva- 
riably produced sleep, with of course the tem- 
ans cessation of the choreic movements. 
n-most cases of acute rheumatism, the injec- 
tion of gr. 4 of morphia at bed-time has ap- 
ared tome of great advantage, rarely fail- 
ing to be followed by sleep, or at least several 
hours’ freedom from severe pain. In this dis- 
ease, I think that in hospital practice it is the 
best and most convenient mode of giving an 
anodyne at bed-time. 

In one case of acute rheumatism occurring 
in a man accustomed to the free use of alco- 
hol, and accompanied by very violeat delirium 
—the “cerebral rheumatism” of Professor 
Trousseau—this remedy had a markedly bene- 
ficial effect: gr. 4 was injected twice daily, 
and its administration was usually followed by 
composure and sleep. In this case, I suppose 
that, if we believed the theory that in rheu- 
matism accompanied by great delirium there 
is a metastasis of the rheumatic inflammation 
to the membranes of the brain, we should 
consider that opium or morphia in any form 
would be contra-indicated. 

In case of valvular disease of the heart, gr. 
1-6 of morphia was frequently given hypo- 
dermically at bed-time, acting upon the ad- 
vice given by Dr. Clifford Allbutt in a former 
number of the Practitioner. Its effect was 
almost invariably beneficial, and it rarely failed 
to relieve the insomuia which forms so dis- 
tressing an accompaniment of these affec- 
tions. It appeared to be equally effective in 
aortic and in mitral disease, and also in cases 
where both valves were affected. I have 
never seen any ill effect foliow its use in such 
cases, and the patients would always eagerly 
ask to have the remedy repeated at the proper 
tinae. In valvular disease the dose never ex- 
ceeded gr. 1-6, nor was any increase in the 
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dose required when the injections had beg 
continued for many weeks. have never 
seen this remedy employed in valvular disease 
accompanied with renal degeneration, nor do 
I think it would be wise to so employ it. Ip 
two cases of -aneurism of the arch of the 
aorta, both of which eventually proved fatal 
by bursting externally, hypodermic 
was used for many weeks, and its effect in 
relieving the intense pain with which both 
cases were accompanied was very great; not 
only did it relieve pain, but it at least 
the patients to await with fortitude and com. 
osure the daily expected but somewhat de. 
ferred approach of sudden death. In oneof 
the cases the dose was gradually increased t 
gr. 4, and in the other to gr. 4 ; 
These two cases, and a few others in whi 
the patients were suffering from 
disease, were the only ones in which it we 
found necessary to increase the dose beyond 


a 
a conclusicn, I may say that when 
dermic injections of morphia were used 
the intention of relieving pain, t 
most invariably succeeded in doing 0, m 
matter how severe the pain might be; 
when sleep was prevented by severe pain, the 

ain was relieved and sleep generally fo- 
owed ; but that when sleeplessness depended 
upon or was accompanied by great excitement 
or delirium —as in mania, delirium 
acute chorea, etc.—the injections not only 
frequently failed to produce sleep, but were 
often followed by increased excitement and 
delirium. 


Carbolic Acid in Children’s Diseases. 


Dr. N.S. Davis gives the following experi- 
ence in the Chicago Medical Examiner: 

During the last two years, we have 
scribed the carbolic acid very often, andins 
considerable number of morbid condi 
In the various grades of irritation or morbid 
sensitiveness of the mucous membranes of 
the alimentary canal, especially in children, 
we have found it a very valuable remedy. A 
few cases will serve to illustrate more 
the application of the remedy than we 
convey in any other manner. 

CASE 
nursing. The bowels had been slightly loo 
for three or four days, the discharges : 
and more offensive than natural, but not mor 
than three times a day, until July 3d, 187, 
when it began to have active diarrhea, th 
discharges being very thin and of a 
color, accompanied by a prompt rejection d 
whatever.it took into its stomach, either by 
nursing or drinking. It was not the actife 
vomiting of severe cholera morbus, but that 
morbid sensitiveness of the stomach thi 
causes rejection of the ingesta and seriow 
diarrhea. There was no febrile reactions 
rather paleness and coolness of the 
The mother was directed to let the el 
nurse often, but only a little ata time, 
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it no drinks oo" one or two teaspoon- 
ata time of cold water and mucilage ; 
aod the following prescription was given : 

R. Cabolic acid crystals, 3grs. 

are . ss. 
‘amp. tinct. o ss. 
Water, hg 3. M. 

And give 20 drops every two hours until the 
somach and bowels are quiet. 

When there have been no evacuatiuns up 
or down for twelve hours, then extend the in- 
tervals between the doses to three hours. 
Under this treatment the vomiting ceased 
during the first twelve hours, but moderate 
diarheea continued, and the medicine wasalso 
continued at intervals of three hours. On the 
third day after commencing the treatment 
there was no vomiting and only two intestinal 
evacuations more healthy in ter. The 
sme medicine was continued four times a | 
for three days longer, when the child ap 
yell and treatment was discontinued. 8 
the summer of 1870 we treated more than 7 
cases similar to the one just related, embrac- 
ing children from six months to two years of 
we, with the same formule, and nine out of 
ten speedily recovered. Such of the children 
whad been weaned were fed on small but 
~ aprpl repeated doses of a thin porridge, 

of sweet milk and wheat flour. In afew 
instances the medicine appeared to exert no 
influence over either the vomiting or diarrhea, 
and other remedies were made available. It 
willbe remembered that the cases here al- 
lnded to were recent and simple in their na- 
ture. The following will illustrate another 
lass of cases of greater severity, and of ve 
frequent occurrence during the months o 
July, August and September. 

ASE 2.—July 27th. Called to C. T 8 
child, ps 15 months, still nursing. The 
child had commenced to have moderate diar- 
thea, or “ summer complaint,” as it is termed, 
xs | the first week in July, which had con- 
inued, with only occasional vomiting when it 
ok too much into its stomach, until the 24th. 

become pale and thin in flesh, but still 
most of the time cheerful, and the mother, as 
s usual in such cases, attributing the loose- 
hess to “‘ teething,” had used no remedies ex- | 
pt one or two doses of castor-oil. During 
le night of the 24th the child became more 
restless, the bowels moving every two or three 
hours, and the stomach promptly rejectin 
hatever was taken into it. The intestina 
ischarges were very thin, yellow, and offen- 
ive. The following day a physician was 

‘alled, who prescribed suitable doses of ano- 
he and alterative powders, mustard sina 
ais Over the epigastrium, and the next day 
some tive mixture, sufficient to move the 

owels. Almost every dose of medicine, how- 

‘ver, was rejected by vestieg, and the origi- 
Symptoms continued without abatement. 

nen we were called on the 27th, the child 

smuch emaciated, the countenance ; 
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‘xtremities cool,pulse quick and feeble, parox- 
yes of great restlessness, with intervening 
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somnolency—almost every puroxysm of rest- 
lessness ending in a discharge from the bowels 
of a greenish yellow color, and almost as thin 
as water, with little specs of mucus in it. 
There was pretty uniform vomiting within 
a few moments after nursing or taking any 
kind of drink. The urin secretion was 
very scanty. We advised the mother to let 
the child nurse only a little at a time, but 
often, and to give no other drink except tea- 
spoonful doses of ice-cold water, of which it 
was very fond. For medicine we directed the 


following : 
R. Larbolic acid crystals, Sgrs. 
Glycerine (pure), 8s. 
Water, ijss. M. 
And give half a teaspoonful every hour until 
the vomiting ceases, and the breast milk is 
retained well. 
Also the following : 
Nitrous ether, 
Camph. tinc. opii. 38s. M. 

Give 20 drops in half tablespoonful of 
sweetened water every three hours, to help’ 
allay the irritability of the bowels, and pro- 
mote more active secretions of the kidneys. 

July 28th.—-The vomiting has nearly 
ceased; the evacuations from the bowels 
are less frequent, but nearly the same 
in character, and the urine only slightly 
increased in quantity. Ordered both pre- 
scriptions continued, but the solution of 
carbolic acid only every three houra, — 
it come alternately with the paregoric an 
spirits of nitre. 

July 29th.—Child nurses well, and retains alk 
it takes into its stomach; countenance much 
improved; urine more abundant ; but the in- 
testinal discharges continue to occur every 
three or four hours, and remain thin and pretty 
copious. Directed the carbolic acid solution 
to be continued every six hours, and half-way 
between, one of the following powders, viz : 

R. Sub. nit. bismuth, 12gre. 
Pulv. geranium root, 
Puly. a 
Divide into six powders. 

Under this treatment the bowels steadily 
improved, and on the Ist of A t the car- 
bolic acid was omitted, and only one powder 

iven each night and mnorntag 3 and after 
three days more they were — with 
altogether, the child needing no further treat- 
ment. As already remarked, this case is the 
representative of a large number that were 
treated, and in nearly all of which the carbolic 
acid was of great service in allaying the gas- 
tric irritation and vomiting, but in all, or 
nearly all of which, other remedies were re- 


ss, 


4grs. 
igr. M. 


P- | quired to aid in restoring a healthy condition 


to the bowels. In the first stage of active 
cholera morbus, both in children and adults, 
we have many times promptly arrested the 
— symptoms by using the following for- 
mulee : 
R. Carbolic acid crystals, 

Glycerine, 

Camph. tinct. opii, 

Water, 
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Give to adults one teaspoonful every half 
hour or hour until the symptoms are relieved, 
and doses ek sh tape less for children. 
In active dysentery or acute inflammation 
of any part of the mucous membrane the 
alimentary canal, we have found little or 
no advantage from the use of carbolic acid, 
but in many cases of chronic dysentery, ac- 
«companied by flatulency and gastric irritabil- 
ity, it has afforded much relief when given 
with paregoric, as im the last formule stated 
picid and repeated every three, four, or six 

ours. 


The Cause of Milk Sickness. 

Dr. SALE, of Dillsboro, Ind., says in the 
Cincinnati Lancet and Observer : I have already 
given the white snake root—the eupatorium 
aageratoides—as the cause, this vegetable 
beinz charged early in the history and as late 
as our last decade. In the Transy’vania Jour- 
nal of Medicine for 1836, Dr. AZARIAH SHEL- 
TON urges that it isa mineral poison. Hesays 
“this disease is generally met with in the im- 
mediate yom | of mines, though it must be 
admitted that there are exceptions. In most 
aoe of Tennessee it prevails in the neighbor- 

00d of iron ore, which is mixed with a va- 
riety of the metals. Dr. WHITE, in the same 
journal and same year, attributes the disease 
to a mineral poison, and gives the followin 
cause in corroboration of his{opinion: “ 
respectable farmer informed me that his cattle 
had been in the habit of frequenting a pasture 
ground, in company with his neighbor’s, on 
the opposite side of the creek from him. In 
returning home, his cattle were obliged to 
cross the creek. For many years not a case 
of the disease appeared among them, while 
his neighbor lost some forty or fifty head dur- 
ing that time. The animals of the latter did 
not cross the creek, but drank at another 
stream. Both herds ranged the same woods 
snd fed on the same herbage. It is presuma- 
ble, therefore, that the disorder was produced 
by the water, and in confirmation of this 
“pinion, this individual further stated to me 
that, suspecting a spring at which his cattle 
drank, to be the origin of the evil, he set to 
work felling trees around it so as to exclude his 


stock from it, and that afterward they suffer- 
ed no more with the disease for several years. 
At length, eyes it recurred again, and on 


examination it was found that the spring had 
become accessible from the decay of the tim- 
ber. The inclosure being repaired, and the 

-cattle shut out from the water, the disease a 
second time disappeared.”’ 

And thus, after going through all the litera- 
ture of this subject, we find very great diver- 
sity of opinion in reference to the cause of this 

eculiar disease. One observer believing that 

e had cut the gordian knot, arraigned arsenic 
in the soil as the cause. Subsequent investi- 
gations showed that no arsenic could be de- 
tected in the infected districts. This castle, 
like all others, crumbled. No vegetable or 
mineral has yet been identified as the cause 
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of milk sickness. Iron, arsenic, etc., hay 
been excluded. * 3 
Shall we offer a theory at this late 
when milk sickness has well nigh aisappeaad 
from the Mississippi Valley? 
If we have an opinion, it is that this diseay 
is of the — variety, and has a malarig 
origin. e autopsies made by us years ag 
showed a decided inflammation of the mucoy 
membrane of the stomach and small intesting, 
May it not be Sy peony erysipelas of 


sesthetic | nso 

In confirmation of this suggestion, we 
mention the fact that when Pr 
erysipelas attacked the face an 
cases reported, all the grave symptoms, suc 
as distress at the pit of the stomach, ve 
ing, constipation, etc., subsided. 

Why should not malaria produce a specif 
disease in the animal as it does in the mm, 
and there generate its own peculiar po 
a poison that is transmitted to the milk anj 
flesh of animals, and through these to the 
man species ? May we not, in this m 
account for “low fevers, scarlatina, dip 
and erysipelas?”’ 

We have thus, in this paper, given the opi 
ions of the earlier writers on this disease 
those most conversant with its Boh in nd 

liarities—and our own speculations. 
rst is as unsatisfactory to us as the latteri 
indecisive to our readers; and in giving t 
history of milk sickness in this, its latest mani 
ifestations, we feel that we are far fromsol 
ing the vexed question—the origin of this 
strange malady. 






2 
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Transactions of the Minnesota State 
Society, St. Paul, Minn , pamphlet, pp. 63. 


The meeting of the society appears to ha 
been well attended, and the minutes refle 
credit on the members present. In 
appendices a number of the articles read 
presented. Dr. D. W. HAND describes an 
teresting case of ovarian tumor, which resil 
ed in in geen cure by rupture throught 
vaginal walis. The case of Dr. E. E. Brat 


ris made the subject of an article by Dr. E. 


FLETCHER. It was a fatty tumor of the leg 
which resulted in his death. Why it was 
cut out, and his life saved, we cannot 
Some remarkable medullary tumors are 
scribed by Dr. A. E. SENKLER, of St. C 
Dr. W. W. Mayo calls attention to the 
culty in a case of tubular pre 

nosing it from some abdomin: 

process of reducing dislocation of the hip 
manipulation is explained by Dr. Sou 
Bioop. The annual essay is upon Posts 
Atelectasis, by Dr. S. D. FLaae, of 8 
Dr. CHR. GROWALD describes a case 
phantiasis ; and Dr. H. GALLOWAY a ca 
glanders in the human subject suc 
treated with carbolic acid. The report 
committees close the volume. 
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HOMICIDAL MANIA. 


Several most startling instances of wholesale 
poisoning by women have recently shocked 
the public. The fact that the sex which usu- 
ally is so averse to deeds of violence has be- 
come 80 conspicuous in this variety of crime, 
though it is calculated to strike us the more 
powerfully, is not new. In the Middle Ages, 
inancient Rome, the most atrocious murders 
by the poisoned cup were perpetrated by wo- 
men. Those of the imperial family of ancient 
Rome were as evilly renowned in this respect 
as their successors, the Borgias. 

The physical inequality between the sexes, 
as wellas the greater secrecy which can be 
preserved, lead to the choice of this means by 
females. But, as is well observed by a recent 
Writer in the New York Tribune, there is an- 
other cause in operation, often lost sight of, 
Which is illustrated in the case of Mrs. Whar- 
ton, of Baltimore. 

The alleged incidents in her career seem to 
point.to a connection between nervous dis- 
tase and a love of murder—in other words, a 
homicidal mania. The frequency of this 
mania in women is a startling phenomenon 
Which possibly calls for other than exclusively 
physiological explanations. The London 
nurse-maid, Agnes Norman, who is now 
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awaiting trial for the murder or attempted 
murder of children committed to her care, is 
no doubi a victim of this disorder. She seems 
to have exercised the homicidal propensity 
during several years and in several families, 
without the slightest motive ; and the impulse 
with her was so strong that when there were 
no children to strangle she destroyed pet ani- 
mals. A female nurse in a hospital on the 
continent was convicted a year or two ago of 
killing the patients in her ward. She confess- 
ed the murder of a great number, for no 
reason whatever except the zratification of a 
morbid curiosity to witness the death agony. 
Several remarkable cases of this dreadful 
mania are quoted by Dr. Elam in his interest- 
ing volume, entitled ‘“‘A Physician’s. Pro- 
blems,” and there is one very much like that 
of Agnes Norman, except that the girl gave 
timely notice of her propensity, and was pre- 
vented from doing mischief. Almost any in- 
sane asylum will furnish other instances. 


> = —_ 


Notes and Comments. 
Galvano-caustic Polypus-snare. 

This is a very neat instrument, and consists 
of a combination of the ordinary polypus- 
snare with the galvanic cautery. A thick 
platinum wire is used for the snare, and is ca- 
pable of being made red-hot by a galvanic 
current, the handle of the instrument receiv- 
ing the poles of a battery, contact being made 
and broken at will by moving an appropriate 
slide. With this instrument Brm.LRora has 
lately removed part of a sarcoma from the 
posterior nares,a melano-sarcoma from the 
rectum, aad another tumor from the fauces. 
He first included the neck of each tumor in 
the loop of the snare, tightening the wire up 
by turning the screw-bandle until the tumor 
was just grasped. Contact was now made, 
and a gentle turn of the handle once more 
drew the hot wire through, the tumors com- 
ing away painlessly, and in two cases quite 
bloodlessly. Amputation of the penis, in a 
case of epithelioma ‘of the organ, was also 
done by means of the same instrument. In 
this case no preliminary arrest of the blood- 
flow into the jpenis was made, and no blood 
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was lost in the operation (May 16th). On 
June 9th, a second operation was done— that 
of slitting thé urethra and sewing its edges 
to the skin around. 


Spasmodic Contractions of a Fractured Limb— 
Arterial Compression. 

M. Broca had under his care a few months 
ago, in the Hopital de la Piti¢é, a man who 
had broken both bones of the leg an hour be- 
fore his admission to the hospital. The mus- 
cular contraction was so violent that it was 
impossible to reduce the fracture. M. 
Broca thereon employed a method which he 
had found successful in several cases of pain- 
ful cramps of the lower limb—viz., compres- 
sion of the femoral artery. Almost immedia- 
tely the muscles became relaxed, and reduc- 
tion was effected with ease. Subsequently, in 
reapplying the splints, the contraction return- 
ed, and was again overcome by the same 
means. The Journal de Medecine et de Chirur- 
gie Pratiques for March, in relating the case, 
says that the simple and easy means employed 
by M. Broca ought always to have a trial be- 
fore giving chloroform, which is often done in 
sich cases. 


The Induced Galvanic Current in Ileus. 

Dr. MACARIO relates in the Annario delle 
Scienze Mediche for 1870, the case of a man 
aged 70, who had long been subject to obsti- 
nate constipation, and who was suddenly seiz- 
ed with severe pain in the umbilical region, 
violent cramps, and abundant vomiting, first 
of bilious, and then of stercoraceous matters. 
He was-in a state of semi-stupor, with small, 
weak pulse and singultus. One pole of a 
Gaiffe’s induction-apparatus was introduced 
into the rectum, and the other was applied 
by means of a wet sponge to the abdominal 
wall over the transverse colon. Energetic 
contractions of the abdominal muscles were 
produced, and were attended with much pain ; 
but, at the end of ten minutes, the pain and 
vomiting had ceased. Four hours afterward, 
the patient had a spontaneous evacuation of 
the bowels, followed by two others in the 
course of the night; and the next day he was 
convalescent. 


Sulphocarbolate of Zinc in Otorrhea. 
At a recent congress of German surgeons in 
Prague, Dr. ZAUFAL said that he had used 
solution of the sulphocarbolate of zinc in four- 
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teen cases of otorrhea, with satisfactory, 
sults. The strength of the solution was on 
or two grains to the ounce. 


Quinine Biscuits. 

A new dietary article has been introducej 
by the London bakers, in the shape of quinin 
biscuits. They are small, extremely wel 
made, and have a pleasant and delicately bit. 
ter flavor. Each biscuit is estimated to cor 
tain one-fourth of a grain of quinine, and for 
delicate stomachs, or where it is desirable tp 
disguise medicines as much as possible, or jp 
combine food with medicine in a perfectly 
agreeable form, these biscuits are likely to be. 
come very popular. 


Cause of Sun-Stroke. 

According to a late writer, sun-stroke ij 
due to the action «f light upon the brain er. 
erted through the eye, and not, as generally 
believed, to an elevation of temperature; ani 
it is asserted that, if the eye be properly 
shaded from the glare of the sun, any exin 
or unusual precaution in the way of protecting 
the head and back of the neck may be di- 
pensed with. 


Carbolic Acid Paper. 

Carbolic acid paper, which is now mui 
used for packing fresh meats, for the purpose 
of preserving them against spoiling, is mad 
by melting five parts of stearine ata gent 
heat, and then stirring in thoroughly tw 
parts of carbolic acid; after which five pari 
’ ‘melted paraffine are to be added. The whol 

be well stirred together until it cools 
after which it is again melted and appliei 
with a brush tothe paper, in quires,in th 
same way as in preparing the waxed paper # 
much used in Europe for wrapping variow 
articles. 
Safe Anesthesia. 

Dr. J. Perris, of Liverpool, writes to th 
British Medical Journal: I was among th 
first in this country who put in use ether# 
an anesthetic, after receiving intellegenct 
its successful employment in Boston, Unitel 
States. I was then actively engaged as hou 
rary surgeon in the Southern Hospital her; 
and I, along with my colleagues, 
the use of it, as well as of chloroform, in eve] 
operation for many years, without @ 
death having occurred to us from these aie 
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thetic agents. Indeed, up to this time, I have 
never witnessed a death from the inhaling of 
ether or chloroform, either in my private or 
hospital practice, although I have used them 
freely whenever called upon to do so. My 
object in this communication is merely, at 
present, to refer to the following passage in 
your article : “Ts it true that out of all the 
enormous number of cases in which it (chloro- 
form) has been administered to lying-in wo- 
men, it has never produced any fatal accident ? 
Ifso, what is the explanation of such a tact ?” 
In anumber ofthe Medical Times and Gazette 
of 1860, you will find @ short letter of 
mine ‘** On the Prevention of Actidents from 
the Inhalation of Chloroform.’’ 

Seeing the fact on record at the time I wrote, 
that seventy thousand parturient women had 
hadchloroform during their labour without one 
death occurring among them, I felt it quite 
confirmatory of the opinion which I had for 
some time previously held, and which [I still 
hold, that the position of the patient in the 
bed, or on the operating table, has everything 
todo with the immunity from danger in the 
former case, and with the constantly recurring 
fatalityin the latter. In parturition, asa rule, 
the woman is placed on her left side, and she 
inhales the chloroform, with an unmeasured 
ingress of air, into the lungs, with little or no 
chance of its being interrupted in any way. 
The patient undergoing an operation is al- 
most always placed horizontally on his back 
on the operating table, and inhalations of the 
chloroform is usually affected by placing a 
piece of lint, or the corner of a towel sprinkled 
with chloroform, over the nose and mouth, 
the apparatus being occasionally lifted to ad- 
mitair. When the patient is thus rendered 
insensible, the towel or lint is femoved, and 
respiration may go on, but it not infrequently 
happens that the tongue, by its weight, falls 
back, and the epiglottis at its base covers the 
larynx, and will totally prevent inspiration ; 
80 that, under this condition, with the air- 
passages filled with the vapor of chlorofi rm, 
in two or three minutes the patient would in- 
evitably die suffocated, or in an absolute state 
of apneea. 


Reduction of Dislocations. 

At the clinical society of London Mr. Cat- 
LENDER read a note on a plan of Reducing 
Old Dislocation at the shoulder. The method, 
illustrated by the history of a case, consisted in 
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raising the elbow of the dislocated limb across 
the chest nearly to the level of the interclavi- 
cular notch, forcing the raised arm outwards, 
rotating the arm in so doing, and lastly, 
whilst still rotating, somewhat depressing it. 
Practically, this plan of manipulation avoided 
all risk of injuring the zreat vessels in the 
axilla, as ali pressure upon them was done 
away with. 


Alcohol in Disease. 

Prof. N. 8. Davis, of Chicago, has made 
numerous and repeated experiments on him- 
self, and collated those of others, to show the 
effects of alcohol on the human system. 
Among those stated are its diminishing the 
atomic changes in the tissues of the body and 
the sensibility of the nervous system, and 
also diminishing the temperature, the strength 
and the power of endurance. Dr. Davis desig- 
nates alcoholic drinker as anssthetic and seda- 
tive—anesthetic to the nervous system, and 
sedative to the properties of the tissues. As 
such they are capable of being used to filla 
limited number of indications in the treat- 
ment of diseases, and yet there are other 
well-known agents in the materia medica that 
will answer the same purpose equally well 
or even better. So true does he deem this 
assertion, that for twenty years he has not 
prescribed for internal use the ammount of one 
pint of alcoholic drinks annually, including 
both hospital and private practice. 


A Useful Varnish. 

Three parts of blood deyrived of its fibrine, 
four of lime, and a little alum, form a compo- 
sition which, when applied to cardboard, ren- 
ders it as hard as wood, and thoroughly im- 
pervious to water. It is a Chinese prepara- 
tion, many of the houses in Pekin being 
coated with it. 


A Curious Ant. 

Probably the most curious ant in the world 
is the parasol ant of the West Indies, if the 
accounts which we receive of its habits are 
correct. Dr. ForBEs WINSLOW, in his work 
on Light, referring to Mrs. Somerville as his 
authority, says that these ants walk in long 
procession, each one carrying a cut leaf over 
his head as a parasol, in the sun, and they de- 
posit these in holes ten or twelve feet under 
ground, apparently with no other object than 
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to form a comfortable nest for a species of 
white snake, which is invariably found coiled 
up among them on digging up the deposit. 


Baising the Poppy: 

A gentleman near Nashville, it is stated, 
has for the last three years been engaged in 
raising the poppy for the manufacture of opi- 
um. Owing to the lateness of the planting, 
the inferior nature of the soil, the crop of 1870 
failed, and to obviate this difficulty seed was 
obtained from Calcutta and Smyrna at a cost 
in gold of $4.50 an ounce. The crop of this 
year, it is announced, will yield from fifty to 
seventy-five pounds of opium peracre. An- 
other gentleman in Tennessee, also exten- 
sively engaged in the cultivation of the poppy, 
reports a similar success. The best opium pop- 
py-seeds were obtained from Smyrna, plant- 
ed in good land, and cultivated like cotton. 
When the capsules of the poppy are ready to 
scarify, an incision is made on one side and in 
twenty-four hours the juice, which has the ap- 
pearance and consistency of thick cream, is 
scraped off. The opposite sides of the cap- 
sules are then scarified and the operation is 
repeated. The juice of the poppy, a few hours 
after it is gathered, turns a dark-purple color, 
which grows gradually darker until the pecu- 
liar opium color is reached. 


Putrid Water. 

An exchange says that water may be pre- 
served in a perfectly sweet condition by put- 
ting therein a few scraps of wrought iron, or 
some clean iron turnings. For keeping cistern 
water sweet, the turnings should be inclosed 
in a bag, so that detached rust may not find 
its way to the laundry. The offensive smell 
from the water in which flowers are kept may 
be prevented by dropping a few tacks or nails 
in the vases. An application in pharmacy is 
suggested by the fact that leeches may be 
kept for a length of time in the same water if 
a few pieces of iron are placed in the vessel. 
Our cotemporary accounts for this preserva- 
tive action by saying that water in which there 
is no oxygen, or air, cannot become putrid, 
and that the iron, in its conversion to oxide, 
acts as a consumer of oxygen. 


Value of Vaccination. 
A correspondent, Dr. ALEXANDER, of 
Athens, Tenn., remarks in a letter to us in 
regard to the protection afforded by vaccina- 
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tion: “I can say that during a residence jp 
this place of fifteen years, we have had three 
visitations of small-pox, in two instances ey. 
tending to several families, but in no case af 
fecting those who had been vaccinated prop. 
erly, not even varioloid occurring to those who 
had been vaccinated after maturity. | 
have attended several cases of 0 
probably more than twenty, yet I have never 
seen a fatal case. Though some of them] 
treated were confluent. In the treatment of 
small-pox I interdict alcoholic drinks (and ql] 
other stimulants, as a rule), securing free 
ventilation, and giving the strictest attention 
to cleanliness, frequent changing of clothing, 
cold drinks, milk, etc. I have, about the 
same time, learned of a large percentage of 
deaths in the practice of those who pursueds 
different plan, i. e. close rooms, warm drinks, 
and whisky !” 


a 
4 
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The Ice Treatment of Scarlet Fever, 


Eps. MED. AND SuRG. REPORTER: 

In the REPORTER of July 15th and 22d ap. 
—— an article from Dr. S. M. Snyper, of 

anville, Pa., which purports to give his ex 
perience with the ice treatment in a few 
cases. They were too few and too im 
to base any conclusions upon either for o 
against the use of ice, and yet he has con 
vinced himself and wishes to convince others 
of two important facts. 1st. That I erredin 
saying that the throat was generally the seat 
of danger, and 2d. That the treatment 
highly recommended by me is quite useless. 

shall not review his article closely a 

present, but merely glance at his rey) 
points. To his first question I answer, that 
should be greatly ashamed of myself if I could 
not “distinguish between a case 
fever—sore throat, and one of secondary 
itic throat affection ;’’ but, whether I or 
could not is quite immaterial. It iss 
for me that I find a throat violently 
to justify me in applying a remedy which hus 
been tested by me, not in two or three butin 
hundreds of cases, and which has provaah 
be the most efficient means of relief which I 
have ever used. The nitrate of silver hw 
been tried by every practitioner in the cou 
try and is now justly denounced by 
of the observing and thoughtful. 

Dr. 8. had thirty fatal cascs ; fourteen 
them, he says, died from the affection of the 
throat. The other sixteen, he says, “ 
die from the scarlct fever at all, but from 
carelessness and ignorance of the 
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Therefore, all the patients which were lost by 
the disease (scarlet fever) in six years, were 
from disease of the throat ; and yet he blames 
me for saying that, “ the disease of the throat 
gust be held at bay—arrested, or else the 
fearful consequences depicted by Prof. Wood, 
will, in grave cases,ensue.”” I shall hereafter 
be justified in quoting Dr. Snyder’s testimony, 
toshow that during six years, in two hundred 
and forty cases of scarlet fever, he lost not 
one from the disease, save from the throat 
affection. Some others were lost through the 
ignorance and carelessn:ss of the patients 
themselves, and of them Dr.8. justly remarks, 
“are we to blame scarlet fever for the re-. 
sult?”? Certainly not. The case of the old lady 
who threw off the scarlet fever, and triumphed 
over the *‘ strong solution of nit. silver and 
Monsell’s solution ,”* which was brought to bear 
on the side of the doctor, and the disease as 
against the patient, but who was finally 
brought down by standing on the ground, by 
drinking water, by eating cabbage axd pota- 
toes, by the attacks of pneumonia, pleurisy, 
general dropsy, gastro-enteric inflammation 
and death, is not a case in point. She did not 
die from scarlet fever, nor even from the 
sequela of that disease. I mourn the prema- 
ture death of such a woman; she was a mod- 
ern Hercules, throwing off her enemies, of 
which scarlet fever was the least, and foiling 
doctor and death until worn out by the pro- 
longed, ceaseless and unequal combat. 
e has detailed some other ca-es (for what 
e does not appear), ard I will glance at 
them briefly. ist case—a child 3 or 3 years of 
age with convulsions. What did he direct for 
relief of the convulsed and comatose pati- 
ent? “* Directed ice cold water to the head; 
(did not see it applied), and internally wine of 
opium.” How was the ice water applied? In 
e usual way I suppose; a muslin cloth of 
one or two thicknesses, wet with it, was laid 
onthe top of the head, which in children of 
that age has a thick covering of hair, and was 
renewed probably every half hour. Here let 
me call attention to the utter worthlessness of 
this popular means of cooling the fevered 
brain. If the child’s head had been closel 
shaved and several thicknesses of muslin with 
ice water had been applied to the whole shaven 
scalp, and renewed every two or three minutes 
during the whole night, some good might have 
resulted; but even that would have been of 
trifling value compared to that produced by the 
pourmg of cold water from a height. 
If my mode of treatment was being tried, he 
should have used the remedy which I recom- 
mend aud in the manner suggested, should 


have left his opium in the bottle, and having a’ 


tub of ice water (water with lumps of ice float- 
lng in it), brought to the bedside and the 
child’s head held over it, should have dipped 
Up a pitcher full of it and poured it ina gentle 
stream from a height of a few feet on the head 
of the unconscious child, and without a mo- 
ment’s intermission should have continued to 
pour it for hours, or until relieved; dropping 
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it not muare on the same spot, but moving it 
continuously ,over the head. He should not 
have gone home and slept quietly all night, to 
return next morning and find it still struggling 
with convulsions, or dying from coma, but 
should have stood by the bed and brought to 
bear upon his patient whatever promised re- 
lief. Finding, as he would have done, that 
the wet cloth over the top of the hair was 
wholly useless, he should have said, ‘I will 
try pouring cold water on the head; it comes 
strongly recommended. I will do it as direct- 
ed—for hours if need be; I will drive the 
blood from the brain ; I will arouse the ener- 
vation of the system—or, if I fail I will try 
chloroform internally, so strongly recom- 
mended by Dr. Merrill of New York. I am 
here, the physician of this family, entrusted 
with the life of this little one, and I will nei- 
ther give sleep to my eyes, nor slumber to my 
eye-lids tili my patient is better, or I have ex- 
hausted the resources of my profession.’ 
Had he done this instead of trusting this test 
case to wine of opium and a wet rag laid on 
the top of a thick head of hair, he would pos- 
ibly have restored her to consciousness. 
Now for the second case. This child, 18 
months old, had fever during the afternoon 
and convulsions in the evening. The same 
wet cloth was laid oa the ye bey and 
“one drop and two-thirds of a drop (1#) of 
tinct. verat. viride was given every 2 hours, 
and this was continued for from 30 to 36 hours, 
and the child died; it never became sensible 
nor aroused from the coma.” 

Under such treatment that result was to be 
expected. He further says: “If those two 
cases did not die from the effects of convul- 
sions brought about by high febrile excite- 
ment in excitable systems, I can not account 
for their death in pl other way.” Let me 
do it for him. .Of the first I have already 
spoken. The second might possibly have re- 
covered from the cenvulsion if it had been 
left alone. Many children of that age have 
had very severe convulsions from teething, 
and have recuvered before the physician ar- 
rived. But had this child any chance to re- 
cover after the treatment began? The very 
first dose of veratrum was, I fear, too large, 
(even if ithad been indicated in the case), what 
then shall wesay of the thirty drops which were 
taken bya child in thirty-six hours. I have 
never ventured on so large doses, and am 
well convinced that no child—no well child, 
of that age could bear up against even a very 
few such doses. In looking over the other 
cases narrated, I do not see that they have 
any bearing at all on the treatment by ice as 
directed by the. 

In my essay I tried to make myself under- 
stdod in this: that whenever the disease of 
throat threatened, I would apply ice to the 
glands (not around the neck), to prevent the 
spread of the inflammation to neighboring 
organs and tissues ; that if coma were present 
relief should be ae by pouring cold water 
on the head; that if the heat of the body were 
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high and the skin very red, the body should 
be sponged all over if need be, continuously, 
until they were moderated. Is giving im- 
mense doses of veratrum or wine of opium to 
a child, or laying a wet rag on the top of its 
hairy scalp, or wrapping the arms in cloths 
wrung out of ice-water, or putting a bladder of 
ice-water to the head, and giving agg) boxe 
cream internally, my treatment? No, it bears 
no resemblance to it. I confess to great dull- 
ness ia some things, and own that I would not 
have been able to tell, as Dr. Snyder did, 


“ without examining” the three mulatto child- , 
It is some- | 
times a little difficult, even in white children, | 


ren, that they had scarlet fever. 


to diagnose the disease, and the difficulty is 
greatly increased in colored children; more 
especially would it be so when, as in the case 
of the one ten years old, the symptoms were 
those of cholera or of poisoning from some- 
thing taken into the stomach, perhaps. : 

Tam — to Dr. Snyder for even so in- 
efficiently trying some ice-water. It appears 
to have given some comfort to some of the 
patients. But I protest against his calling it 
a trial of my plan of combatting the coma and 
disease of the throat, often demanding prompt 
attention in scarlet fever. It is pleasant to 
me to know that many learned and conscien- 
tious men are giving attention to this subject, 
and I thankfully appreciate the kind feelings 
which pronjpt them to report to me the suc- 
cess or failure which attends their trial of the 
cooling treatment in scarlet fever. 

With your permission, and that other phases 
of this subject may be presented, I will record, 
with remarks, the history of eight fatal cases 
of scarlet fever which recently occurred in one 
family. Respectfully, 

HirAM Corson, M. D. 

Conshohocken, Pa. 


A Case of Monstrosity. 
Eps. MED. AND SuRG. REPORTER: 

I send you a brief description of a lusus 
natura, or monster, lately born here. The 
mother, Mrs. J , & multipara, has had 
two children, well formed, within the past 
three years. Labor with the present child, if 
it can be called one, commenced Tuesday, 
25th ult., by a sudden gush of water, without 
pain. Saw her on ednesday. She had 
slight pain, with considerable motion of 
child. She continued in this situation until 
Thursday, 27th, when regular labor pains 
commenced—very slight however. In the 
oe nervous symptoms came on, but was 
promptly quieted by a dose of sy 
which produced a good night’s rest. Friday, 
28th, had regular and —_ severe labor pains. 
Examination revealed breach presentation; 
womb, however, but slightly dilated. Shortly 
the foot and funis presented. Brought down 
the other foot, made slight extension, and 
soon the body was born, and child dropped 
on the bed apparently, at first glance, devoid 
of head. The frontal and temporal bones 
were nearly natural, with protruding and frog- 
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like eyes, situated high up in the forehead; 
nose flattened, with a e mouth, and 

partially protruded; nc chin; face one con. 
tinuous flat surface ; posterior of skul} 
not developed—open and containing a portion 
like raw flesh, without any brain substance, 

Taere was no spine, but one continued open 
surface, which showed no development of 
spinal cord, or but a very slight one. Left 
arm and thigh developed, but deformed. Right 
leg and arm nat ; measured nine i 
from arm to mouth ; weight—5 lbs. ; hips and 
abdomen natural, externally. Partial dissee 
tion revealed no ossification of the breast 
Bone, and but slight tr ce of lung tissue. No 
stomach, only a continuation of esop 
through and into the intestines, which seemed 
to be well formed, but very minute. Heart 
rather. large, but well formed. Liver 
but unnatural, being one soft, blackened, con- 
glomerate mass. Could find no trace of uterus 
or bladder ; bones, as far as examined, cartila- 

inous. It showed no sign of life after it was 
orn, although the mother declared she “ felt 
life,” a short time previous to delivery. Af 
ter birth unusually large and natural in forma- 
tion, with large and well developed cord. 
Tried to get it for preservation, but could not, 
THOos. SHANNON, M. D, 
Campbell, N. Y., Aug. 3, 71. 
Osteitis. 
Eps. MED. AND SURG. REPORTER : 

Mary A., st. ten years, has suffered much 
illhealth. Was seen June the 4th, 1870. Has 
been suffering for the last eighteen months 
with troublesome sinuses formed along the 
course of the lower third of the fibula, the 
result of strumous osteitis. The disease had 
developed about two years previous, with 
rigors, severe pains in the leg and foot, and 
high inflammatory symptoms, and the subse- 
quent formation of sinuses discharging a thin 
purulent matter. From a careful examination 
made through the openings, I detected several 
spicula of bone which induced me to. 
my examination by making a free incision, ex 
tending from about the middle of the bone 
along the course of the sinuses to the 
below, when, on removing the matter and 
cleansing the cavity,1I discovered that 
greater part of the lower third of the fibula 
was destroyed, some five or six pieces, the lar 
gest of which I have present, being all 
remained of the diseased part of the bone. 
Above the highest and smallest opening 
limbappeared to be perfectly sound ; there was 
a well defined line of demarcation between 
the diseased and healthy parts. Ir 
the diseased bone from this point, and 
the cavity well with acet. zinc and carb. 
Held the parts together by means of adhesive 
strips, with a light bandage extending to the 
knee. Ordered 

R. Potass. chlo, — 
Syr. pruni. vir. fi., 
Tr. cinch. com., aa. Ziv. 


; M. 
A dessertspoonful every four hours. 
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The dressing of acet. zinc and carbolic acid 
wotinued. Result, rapid mace 6 with very 
decided improvement ia general health. 

V.H. Harrison, M.D. - 

Clarkton, Mo. 

A Case of Contracted Pelvis. 
Ips MED. AND SuRG. REPORTER: 

Was called, July 4th, about 3 P. M., to see 
Mn. V. R., native of Germany, 25 years old, 
ho supposed herself to be in labor with her 
second child. She stated that she had had 
pains for the previous three days, but as they 
were somewhat irregular and not very severe 
she did not deem it necessary to send for me. 
On ary | a vaginal examination I found the 
og uteri dilated sufficiently to make out a head 

ntation. The pains she was then suf- 
ering did not affect the cervix. so I gave her 
g4 morph. sulph., and desired to be sent for 
when pains should again commence, which 
they did about 2 o’clock the next morn- 
ing. Upon examination I found the cervix 
very patulous and the os uteri sufficiently 
open to allow of the introduction of both in- 
dex and middle finger. The head sill pre- 
sented and was quite moveable; the umbili- 
cal cord passing over its most depending por- 
tion. Matters progressed in this way until 
the morning of the 6th, the os having been 
rigid; it now, however, had become soft and 
tolerably dilated and dilateable. An exami- 
dation being made,I distinctly detected an 
arm presentation.(left dorso sacral); the head 
had passed well into the left illium, and as 
the membranes were still entire and the 
pains severe, the peereest of version by 
the head not being visable, and fear- 
ing a worse state of affairs if I waited 
and allowed the membranes to rupture, 
and concluded to turn and deliver foot- 
ing. The left hand was then introduced, the 
feet sought for, and the membranes ruptured 
high up; both feet were extended, toes to- 
wards sacrum, and the labor terminated as 
rapidly as possible, the child being still-born. 
The placenta detached itself in about ten min- 
utes, and was removed from the vagina with a 
very insignificant ‘‘ dolores cruenti,”’ (I might 
meution that this woman was delivered, some 
tighteen months since, of a living child, by 
forceps, and, as she informs me, “ version by 
the head,” which was very high, severe force 
had been used in compression and extraction, 
as the child’s head now attests, the os fronting 
onthe right side being decidedly flattened, 
and a considerable groove remaining near the 
coronal suture on the left); nothing further 
occurred worthy of note, aside from attack of 
Urticaria on the — of the 7th, which rapid- 
ly passed off, and the patient made good re- 
covery. . E. FRANES, M. D. 

Rochester, N. Y. 
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——Dr. James P. CuTTE? has been ex- 
pete by the Essex County Medical Society 
Ormalp-actice. - ° 
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Advance of the Cholera. 


The London Pall Mall Gazette remarks : 

The Times fears that a terrible and subtle 
enemy is approaching our shores by an ac- 
customed and well marked track. For some 
time past cholera has been ravaging Persia, 
where famine has contributed to nourish the 
pestilence. It has crept on slowly through 
the ste ee of Southern Russia until it has 

ped Poland, and has made its appearance 
n a virulent form in the eastern provinces of 
Prussia. In tropical Asia, among a teeming 
La owe og to whom Sanitary precautions are 
unknown, cholera has a permanent home. A 
correspondent, recently returned from India, 
called attention a day or two. ago to the state 
of things by which the disease is propagated 
in the East. In India there is no system of 
drainage, no purified water supply except in 
great cities. The germs of disease are never 
destroyed or removed; they are transferred 
by water or wind from one household to 
another, and allowed to fester freely in the 
filthy, close habitations of the natives. 

Happily, there is some time, though not an 
hour to spare, left for preparation. Cholera 
does not hasten its solemn and ghastly march 
even to find its victims unready and helpless. 
It is q tite possible in a month or two to frame 
such a system of sanitary regulations, and to 
confer on the proper authorities such effective 
powers as may enable us to meet the epidemic 
without serious apprehensions. In the first 
po. the destruction of the excreta from cho- 

era patients must be insisted upon under the 
heaviest penalties, and a system of inspection 
adequate to enforce this provision must be 
organized. , 

ithout these preliminary safeguards we 
cannot hope to resist the maps bay any suc- 
cess. So long as the germs of the disease are 
allowed to pass through the sewers into the 
rivers, to be washed up by the tide against 
our seaside villages, to be wafied about our 
streets in the form of an impalpable dust, we 
cannot hope for any good result from sanitary 
measures of the ordinary kind. Cleanliness, 
ventilation—above all, a pure water supply— 
are advantages that cannot be overvalued. 
But, until ee of disease are systemati- 
cally destroyed, and excluded from any chance 
of minglin with the air we breathe and the 
water we drink, yothing will control the ray- 
ages of cholera. 


The Climate of Minnesota. 


The climate of Minnesota according to re- 
cent information, has entirely changed within 
the last fifteen years, since the forests have 
been cut down and twelve million acres of 
wild land have been brought under cultiva- 
tion. In consequence of this change, it is 
now doubted whether the climate of Minne- 
sota is any longer beneficial to consumptive 
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invalids. An invalid residing at Si. Paul, 
Minnesota, for the benefit of his health has 
written a letter to the New York Tribune 
corroborating the above account, and stating 
that of those who go to Minnesota in the early 
stages of decided consumption between five 
and ten per cent. only recover. 

The Secretary of the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association in St. Paul, in a letter to the 
Washingtonian, makes the following statement: 
‘Our Association has spent hundreds of dol- 
lars the past year; without counting the days 
and nights of watching, in providing homes, 
conoforts and coffins for Christian young men 
who have vome here from Boston in search 
of health, but in reality only can find a grave 
in the beautiful lot of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association in Oakland Cemetery.” 


European News Items. 


—-—Dr. STOEBER, the well known ophthal- 
— of Strasburg, died in June, at the age 
of 68. 


—-—Dr. Vow Kos.orr, of St. Petersburg, 
has been appointed medical inspector-in-chief 
of the Russian army. 


—-—Dr. GILEwskKI, President of the Uni- 
versity of Cracow. and Professor of the medical 
clinic has died. He was not only eminent in 
his profession, but in general learning. He was 
one of the earliest supporters of Dr. Doll n- 

er’s theological ‘new departure,” and suf- 
ered actual persecution in defense of his 
views. 


-——Dr. C. W. J. E. ScHONBORN. of Berlin, 


has been appointed professor of clinical med-’ 


icine in Konigsberg. 


—-The Medical School of Strasburg, will 
probably be removed to Naucy. 


—--In the Franco-German war, the Ger- 
mans had seveuty-four surgeons killed and 
wounded, and twenty-five died of disease, 
mostly of typhus and dysentery. 


—-Dr. ADAM POLITZER, the Otologist, has 
been appointed Professor “‘extraordinarius ”’ 
in the University of Vienna. 


—-In the Bavarian Palatinate a law is siill 
in force that no one must go out of a house 
where there is small pox, under pain of iw- 
prisonment! A number of persons have re- 
cently been incarcerated on this accouni. 

—-Pror. Dr. Biormor, of Zurich, has 
been added to the medical fadulty of the Uni- 
varsity of Wurzburg. 





QUERIES AND R&PLIES. 


A Medical Journal. 

Dr. T. N., of La.We donot excnange with the Eclectic 
Medical Journal af it is wholly irregula:, and the organ of 
charlatanism. The institution you ask about is a disgrace 
to the city. 

Spontaneous Orgasm. 

A Subscriber. Rochester, N. ¥.—You relate the case of a 

widow, 30 yeais of age, husband dead ov.r two years, or 
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nervous’ organization, chaste in life, who euffers from 
what you call ‘‘seminal emissions” in her sleep about onge 
a week, to the obvious detriment of her general health 
Now, of course, these are nv seminal emissions, for women 
have no semen to emit. They are what are technically 
termed “Spontaneous Orgasms,” and they are trouble 
some to cure. First, let hér inject into the vagina each 
night before retiring a weak solution of aqueous extract of 
opium; have a cold sitz bath every morning; take g 
scruple ot bromide of potassium on retiring; seek change 
of scene and company; have any mal-position corrected; 
never sleep on the back, but on the side; and get married 
as soon as she has a good opportunity. 
Uterine Hemorrhage. 

To Ameri us.—Try “Fowler’s solution” in five drop doses 
three times a day, } alf an hour after eating, largely dilu 
ted with milk or sweetened water. If not relieved in ten 
days, try gallic acid in teaspoonful doses, an hour before 
eating three times daily. Locally apply to the os uteri the 
solid nitrate of silver, thoroughly, through a speculum, to 
prevent burning the vagina. If still not relieved, give 
tinct. of Golden Seal. A small teaspoonful three times 
daily, an hour before or two hours after eating, in‘ecting 
the bowels with cold water morning and evening. 

Rednaxela. 
ponging the surface with cold water, followed 
with brisk fmction every morning. As much exercise ag 
may be taken without fatigue, (when hemorrhage is not 
profuse) a generous diet. unless patient is plethoric. But 
the diet should be of a character easily digested, avoiding 
tried victuals, hot bread, butter cakes, etc. 
Clinical Thermometry. 

EpitTors ReporTsER: For the information of “Inquirer” 
in No. 752,I would: say: Select the side of the patient 
nearest the light, place the thermometer in the axilla, the 
bulb being next the skin, lay the arm gently across the 
chest, at the same time keep the scale in full view. Let 
the thermometer remain in this position from five to eight 
minutes, carefully noting the temperature during this 
time and very particularly before removing it. It & 
especially useful when the symptoms are dangerous, mys 
terious or complicated. 

Latrobe, Aug 3, 1871. 
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W. C. CoLtemay, M.D. 
MARRIED. 


ACKLEY—Mapara—By the Rev. R. Lloyd Golde 
borough, in St. Barnabas’ Church, Burlington, N. J., on 
December 22, 1570; Dr. John B. Ackley, United states 
Navy, to l.izzie-Ma¢ara, ali of Bur.ington. 

BurFrincton—LEwars—On the morning of Ju'y 
by the Kev. J. B. ae Dr. A. L. Buffington, U. 
A., to Ella F. Lewars, of this city. 

EpELEN—CARROLL—At Fort Smith, Ark., on Thu 
eve, the 20th inst., by the Kev. Lawrence Sm » Dr.d. 
E. Ed len, of this city, to Miss Mattie Carroll, of Frank- 
lin county, Ark. 

Ew:ino—Lacey—In Cliftondale, May 10th, Ls Ae Rev. 
Joshua Gill, William A. Ewing. M. I., ot New York city, 
to Miss kmily M. Lacey, of C ndale. : 

STEINBEISSER—WITTiG—On the 3ist_ of July, 1871, at 
the bride’s res‘dence, by the Rev. : . Riecke, Hermann 
Steinbeisser. of Goettingen, to Frieda, daughter of Dr. 
Ch. #. Wittig, of Philadelphia. 


DIED. 


Binsy—On Wednesday, August 2. at ihe Van Cortlandt 
Mansion, Yonkers, Augusta, wite of Edward N. Bibby, 
M. D., iv, the 78th year of her age. 

DENISON—At Costsville, N. J., Friday, August 4, 1871, 
E ward Gibb, in:ant eon ot Dr. E. and Ellen K. Denison, 
aged 4 months. 


Dvuss—On the 3d inst., in Philadelphia, Emily W., aged 


4 years, daughter of Dr. Samuel R. and 
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